[image: image1.jpg]: City - Perry Common, Enderby Road (5 extended)

City - Yardley Wood, Haunch Lane (13 extended)

: Perry Common, Enderby Road - Portland Road (5 extended,
workings to Perry Common still numbered 5)

08.02.28: Inner Circle (route 8 extended as circular route)

19.03.28: Alcester Road, “Maypole” - City - Erdington, Chester Road (17)

28.08.28: Coventry Road - Yardley, Newbridge Road (15 extended)

Coventry Road - Yardley, Church Road (15 extended)

Kings Norton - Cotteridge - Northfield (18)

City - Yardley Wood. Priory Road (13A)

: Handsworth Wood - Yardley, Church Road (15 + 16, castbound)

: Handsworth Wood, Beauchamp Ave/Hamstead - Yardley, Barrows Lane (15 + 16,

1922 - 1929: growth of the Corporation bus fleet

By 1922 the buses were becoming life-expired, and replacement vehicles were needed in addi-
tional to more to open up new routes. 14 AEC 503 double-deckers (59 - 71 and 89 - 90) were
acquired in 1922 - 23, together with eight Leyland A1 and 16 Daimler CK2 21-seat single-deck-
ers (72 - 88).

In July 1924 the British top-covered double decker bus (101), designed by Arthur Baker, then
Chief Engineer of the undertaking, on an AEC 504 chassis, was brought into service. 106 more
followed over the next two years (102 - 207), the later deliveries with pneumatic tyres - a great
improvement for passengers. Two experimental high-capacity six-wheel double-deckers were
obtained in 1926, from Guy and Karrier (208 and 209 respectively). In 1927-29, 128 new dou-
ble-deckers with bodies by five different firms on AEC 507 chassis (210-219) and ADC 507
chassis (220 - 337). There followed a batch of ten Guy single-deckers (51-60) and a Leyland TD1
bus on demonstration was also purchased (99)

1919 - 1929: growth of the Midland Red network

After World War 1, the BMMO was in a stronger position than ever, opening up new garages
in Banbury in 1919, Bromsgrove, Hereford and Wolverhampton in 1920, Coventry, Leamington
and Stafford in 1921 and Leicester in 1922. It was BMMO policy to open as many routes it could,
10 get in before its rivals, and to resist any retreat, even if some routes were not very profitable.
With the decline of the BET-owned Black Country tramways, the BMMO opened new bus routes
in this area, again partly to keep out rival bus companies, but later to replace the trams, and
Hartshill depot at Brierley Hill was taken over in 1925, and new depots opened in Stourbridge in
1926 and Dudley in 1930. The Kidderminster and Stourport Tramway, opened in 1898, closed on
2 April 1929, to be replaced by Midland Red buses. Further afield, an agreement was made with
the City of Worcester whereby BMMO buses replaced trams in 1928. In 1930 the Leamington
and Warwick trams were replaced by Midland Red buses, using the same depot.

1919 - 1929: growth of the Midland Red bus fleet
By 1918, Midland Red
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